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The dry seasons are apparently spent under cover where the s0il is kept moist, or they burrow inso

the aronnd,

Dr. Dexwer's paper was iliustrated by color siides picturing various ponds during several seasons.
He give 2 list of species found with degree of bund- (page 12) ance and explained that taking the
mollusks was incidental o his real purpose, that of collecting Fairy Shrimp. Dr. Pilsbry asked if
any observations were made a5 to the length of time the mollusks lived after the poo! dried up, hay-
ing found that adult snails tend o bury themselves in mud and come up when it rains. Dr. Dexter
replied that he visits some ponds each month the year round, making it a pracidce to visit them all
i the month of March. Seme dry up for 4 monthe sach summer, but how deep the moilusks go he
was unable 1o say; they always are on hand the following spring, Dr. Van Cleave said thar repopl -
lasion of pools has been thoroughly studied and reported on.

SHELLS AND MASTODON, -- BY GORDON K. MacMILLAN, (Reprinted from American Malacolo-
gical Union News Bulietin and Annual Report, 1948, p. 18,

The first reporz of the discovery of the remains of a Mastodon in this country occurred in 1708
at Llaverack, Columbia County, New York, was contained in a letter received by Cotion Mather
from Gov. Joseph Dudley and zn item published in the Boston Mews Letter on July 30, 1705. Since
that e remains of this Proboscidean have been discovered in nearly every state of the Union,
and in rnany cases associated with land and fresh water mollusea. Iu the early part of February,
1648, there was unearthed 2 fow bones of & Mastod on duwing the process of the removal of a seam
of coal by the suip mining merhod in Bridgeville, 2 small community about 10 miles southeast of
Pivssburgh, Pennsylvania. Assoc:ated with these remais in a grayish clay some 5-10 feet above the
coal were 14 species of land 2nd fresh water mollusca. This is the first occurrence in Pennsylvania
of the association of 2 Mastodon with shells. Since this clay, in which the bones of this animal
reposed, indicates deposition in & pond or lake, the freshwater forms predominate. The four spacies
of land snails occurring in the balsam forest surtounding the lake indicates that the climate around
Bridgeville was not only cold bat also damp. The presence of these snails snd the balsam wees in-
dicates also that the climate was cooler:an at presens, not arcuic, but more of a cold temperate
one. The species of molluscs associated with the Mastodon atBridgeville are Valvata tri-
carinata (Say), Helisoma anceps {Menke), Helisoma anceps striatum (FCR), Gy-
raulus deflectus (8ay}, Amnicela limosa {Say}, Ferrissia rivularis {Say), Fer-
rissia sp. %, Lasmigona viridis {Raf.)?, Sphaerium simile {8ayy, Sphaerium si-
mile planarum Sterki, Biscus cronkhites {(Newc.}, Discus p'atulus (Desh.}, Gas-
trocopia armifera pear varlety similis, and Pomatiopsis lapidaria (Say).

(ACCOUNT OF THE 1848 FIELD TRIFY., -+ BY GORDON K. MachMILLAN, (Reprinted from American
Malacelogical Union News Bulletin and Annual Report, 1848, p, 19).

The fleld wip scheduled for Ohiopyle, Fayette County, Pennsyivania, for August 27th was can-
celied because there were not encugh autos for wansportation. Ipstead. a collecting trip was made
te Sandy Creek Valley, formed by Sandy Creek running in & porthwesterly direction from the small
village of S8andy Creek to empty into the Allegheny River nine-tenths of a mile away. This village
lies about & miles in a northeaswesly direction from Pinsburgh.
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<& F. T Morrison and Dr. E. L. Palmer furnished their cars for RENSPOTIALON, kg,
them Frank L. Jeffries, E, Sidney Marks, Mrs. Margaret Teare, Mrs, Margarer Teskey, Gery
Waber, Jimes M. Ross, Eugene H. Schmeck, Dorothea Franzen, Mrs. E. L. Palmer ang Gr
MacMillan,

The party left the entrance w0 the Carnegie Museum about 10 o'clock in the morung. Cuip
ing during that part of the day was made along the northeasrern flass and hillsides of Sandy Crew.
just below the village of Sandy Creek. That area was not too overgrown with hardwoods and Wity
mastly second and third growths, In the moze open spaces were many herbs, flowers, and weeq,
Lunch was eaten at Futules Cafa in Verona, a barough aleng the Allegheny River aboyt s mile god
nalf north of the entrance of Sandy Creek into the Allegheny River. After lunch collectng was .
tinued on a rather steep hillside covered with moderare growths of trees and shrubs. This locring,
was situated on the southwestern side of Sandy Creek Valley. This place constitured 3 sgnficar
collecting localizy as quite 2 number of specimens of Hendersonia occulta (Say) were &
here. This species has a very sporadic distribution throughoui the northeastern section o the U
Srates, and this find &t Sandy Creek constizes the fourth locality record for Allegheny Counry 1oes
Jacob Green reported it first in 183% at Helicina r ubella, Inthe morning, amaonyg the loise
rocks and stones on the flars of Sandy Creek were gethered specimens of O Xychuiius drapaing,
di (Beck). Most of the other species of larger and comrmoner forms found throughout the nortie .0
ern section of the United States were collected here by the party.

since the area around Sandy Creek is within the industrial region of Pirsburgh, the members ~
the collecting party became quite dirty by the end of the days activities from contact wim G
and sooty underbrush, leaves and logs. The heat of the day, the thermomerter standing at 95 de
wag another factor conwributing rowards this condition, In spite of the dirt and heat, I belicve
this collecting trip was very successful, as atrested by the large number of specimens coliected =, 2.
participating in this evenr.
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THE OCCURRENCE OF HENDERSONIA OCCUL TA (Say) IN PENNSYLVANIA. -~ BY G0w
K. MacMILLAN. (Reprinted from American Malacological Union News Bulletin and Annua) Re;
1849, pp. 4-5).

During his sojourn in New Harmony, (ndiana, Thomas Say discovered a4 new species of iang st
to the ragged and abropt "biaffs™ zlong the Wabash River one haif mile below e town, This sheil
he described in 1831 as Helicing occulta. One year-later, Jacob Green, atthattime the fpsz
Professor aof Chemistry in Iéﬁ"‘erss}n Medica! College at Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, found the i
ing specimens of Hendersonia cocnlra in the rambling hiils of Crafton not far from the
of Charriers Creek. Jacob Green called his species Helicina rubella, At present Hende:-
sonia ccculta occuwrs at only eight localities in southwestem Pennsylvania in Allegheny, G
and Washington Counties. This tpeciss pra- {page 8) fers a Himestone region as made by my obse-
vatlons and attested by those of Prof. B. §himek, Dr, H. B. Baker, Dr. J. P. E. Morrison, and i
H. A. Pillsbry. As also with the observations made by Prof. Shimek, Hendersonia occultz &
closely associated with some stream.  All of the localities in southwestern Pennsylvania fall withis
the drainage systems of the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers, and occur along these riven
or some tributaries of them,




